                                      The Ministry of a Pastor

There is nothing more beautiful to behold and powerful to impress than a Christlike and Spirit empowered local church. The local church is truly “God’s vehicle for spiritual warfare.” Jesus declared, “I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt 16:18).

The ministry of a pastor is a fivefold gift as stated in Eph 4:11-16: ”… And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ….” It is crucial for the leadership, health and mobilization of the local church. It is more than doing church (religious work) but a divine commission that comes from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

1 Peter 5:1-4
The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.

1. The pastor is to be RESPONSIBLE to the flock entrusted specifically to him. “shepherd the flock of God, which is among you, serving as overseers…” (Acts 20:28). We must never let other ministries outside the local church to interfere and weaken our ministry to the people entrusted to us. Do not neglect your responsibility to the local church, as you have been placed there by God.

2. The SPIRIT of the pastor is to lead and serve with a willing and gentle spirit, with a servant spirit and with an exemplary lifestyle i.e. “…serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock…” (1 Peter 5:2-3). Paul says, “I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel…” (Acts 20:33)

3. Churches that are schooled in the Word of God should support their pastors (Rom 15:27, Heb 13:7, 1 Tim 5:18) in every way possible (spiritually, financially, etc). But the hope and the strength of a pastor lies in the REWARD that God Himself will give: “when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” 
(1 Peter 5:4)

Although revival will come as a sovereign move of God in response to our prayers and intercessions, we need God to send shepherds to lead, teach, heal and protect His flock.

“And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding” (Jer. 3:15)

Let us then pray, train and release the pastors for their ministries because God is very passionate about His people, His sheep (Ezek 34:1-16)
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