Build the Wall 

“So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” (Ezekiel 22:30, NKJV) 

This appeal has echoed through the centuries and probably has been recited at every known prayer conference; yet there may be a truth in this Scripture that we may have unwittingly overlooked in the midst of familiarity.

At the mention of Ezk 22:30, the Church would, naturally by default, exhort their warriors to stand in the gap – to pray, to pound the doors of heaven. And then to pray again. 

Unfortunately, we miss the point that God is looking for a man who would “make a wall” first, and then “stand in the gap.”

The NASB, ESV and NIV84 state it as “build up the wall” while the KJ version offers the phrase “make up the hedge.” These are identical to what Ezekiel used in Ezk 13:5 - 

“Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD.” (Ezekiel 13:5, KJV 1900) 

Common sense dictates it is easier to defend a city or a person where there are walls without gaps or breaches. 

Indeed we have not made up the hedge .. in the battle (Ezk 13:5).

Sanballat, Tobiah and the enemies heard that Nehemiah “had rebuilt the wall where there were no breaks left in it” (Neh 6:1). The prophet Isaiah prophesied of a generation that would be called “repairer of broken walls” (Isa 58:12 NIV84). 

As we take up the shield to cover Christian pastors, leaders and workers in our land, I would venture to ask - what is the value of our prayers if there is no wall-building? Consider the several walls that are urgently needed to safeguard our spiritual frontliners.

To rebuild walls around the Church, our congregations should be reminded “not to receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses” (1 Tim 5:19). Workers and pastors need walls to protect them from undue and unfair criticisms. Their marriages could do well with a hedge of thorns that Hosea prayed for. Surely their families should be spared from malignant scrutiny. A wall in the form of adequate remuneration allowing for a decent quality of life would certainly fortify the workforce of the Church.  

How then should we go about building walls?

A sure way to make the wall is to show up to work on the wall. It is ludicrous when God’s people pray that workers be shielded when they are not willing to show up to share the burden of the work. Meanwhile, practical and verbal encouragement would serve well like plaster holding up the bricks in the wall. 

AW Tozer lamented “the church that is not jealously protected by mighty intercession and sacrificial labours will before long become the abode of every evil.” 

Thankfully, the Malaysian Church is rising up in mighty intercession. In tandem with this, we must strengthen the sacrificial labours – the labours of conspicuously building up the walls. 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Then, and only then, can we be said to be dutifully, faithfully, and biblically standing in the gap. There is no other way to shield our beloved workers in the vineyard. 

Once again, it is time to cry, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 
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